Source of material 2-Formylphenoxyacetic acid (1.80 g, 10 mmol) in hot ethanol (20 ml) was added to a solution of 1,3-diaminopropane (0.37 g, 5 mmol) in water (30 ml) together with two drops of acetic acid. After refluxing for 2 hours on an oil bath, the mixture was cooled to room temperature. The product, N,formylidene)propane-1,3-diamine (H 2 L), was collected by filtration, washed with ethanol and dried on air. A solution of H 2L (0.091 g, 0.5 mmol) in 20 ml of hot ethanol was treated with a solution of Zn(OAc) 2 · 2H2O (0.110 g, 0.5 mmol) in water. The mixture was heated under reflux for 4 hours. After evaporating the solution at room temperature for several days, colorless crystals of the title compound were obtained.
Discussion
Schiff bases have recently been focused by the coordination chemists as versatile spacers because of their preparative accessibilities and structural varieties [1] . In this regard, metal-chelate Schiff base complexes have played an important role in developing stereochemical models in main group and transition metal coordination chemistry, mainly due to their stability, ease of preparation, and structural variability. In this work, we selected a new Schiff base ligand H 2L for chelating to generate a new Zn(II) complex. In the crystal structure of the title compound, the coordination environment of the Zn(II) center is a distorted octahedron built from two phenoxo oxygen atoms, two carboxylate oxygen atoms and two imine nitrogen atoms. The Zn-O and Zn-N bond lengths are all within the normal ranges. The L 2-anion acts as a hexadentate ligand to coordinate with Zn(II) ion, and the molecule is highly twisted, with the dihedral angle between the two phenyl rings being 67.61°. 
